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Visit our archive here

WHAT IS THIS CALENDAR FOR?

All the notable awareness days & events taking place
during the 2025-26 academic year.

WILL THERE BE NEW VOTETOPICS FOR ALL OF

THESE EVENTS?

There won't be a new VoteTopic for each event, but we
will signpost you to any relevant resources in our weekly
emails.

HOW DO | KNOW WHAT IS PRE-PLANNED?

You can find all our pre-planned VoteTopics in our 2025-
26 VoteTopic Calendar.

HOW DO | USE THIS CALENDAR?

However you see fit: print it, share it on your staff portal,
or send it home to students or parents. Set each month
as your desktop background if you really want to...

WHERE CAN | FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE

AWARENESS DAYS & EVENTS?

With the exception of religious & cultural observances,
all the events in this calendar are hyperlinked, so you
can click each one to visit the relevant webpage!


https://voice.votesforschools.com/teacher/previous-votetopics

Key Theme 1: Health & wellbeing

Key Theme 2: Equalities & identity

Key Theme 3: Environment & climate change

Key Theme 4: Global issues & politics

OUR 9 KEY

Key Theme 5: Science & technology

Key Theme 6: Community & charity T H E M E S

Find out more here
Key Theme 7: Crime, justice & extremism

Key Theme 8: Jobs, economy & education
Key Theme 9: Culture, media & the arts

N/A: Cultural & religious observances



https://voice.votesforschools.com/resource/access/ba88ebe5-9d6c-4241-b1e3-ed38c31e0437/6656-e6866f171e67226e9aa4
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| VOTESFORSCHOOLS 2025-26 Awareness Days & Events Calendar

ESS DAY OR EVENT

Second Hand September Organic September World Alzheimer’s Month
O1st-07th September Zero Waste Week
10th September World Suicide Prevention Day
12th September End Digital Poverty Day
15th September International Day of Democracy
15th September World Afro Day
16th September International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer
21st September International Day of Peace
21st September World Alzheimer’s Day
22nd-28th September Recycle Week

22nd September-5th October Fairtrade Fortnight


https://www.zerowasteweek.co.uk/when-is-zero-waste-week-2025-and-how-you-can-take-part/
https://www.samaritans.org/support-us/campaign/world-suicide-prevention-day/
https://digitalpovertyalliance.org/news-updates/end-digital-poverty-day/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/democracy-day
https://www.worldafroday.com/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ozone-day
https://www.recyclenow.com/news-and-campaigns/recycle-week#Save-the-date:-Recycle-Week-2025
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/get-involved/second-hand-september/
https://www.soilassociation.org/take-action/organic-living/organic-september/
https://www.alzint.org/get-involved/world-alzheimers-month/#:~:text=World%20Alzheimer's%20Month%20is%20the,that%20takes%20place%20every%20September.
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-involved/current-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight/
https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/get-involved/world-alzheimers-day
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AWARENESS DAY OR EVENT

Second Hand September Organic September World Alzheimer’s Month

22nd September World Car Free Day

26th September European Day of Languages


https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/world-car-free-day-22-september-great-opportunity-reduce-air-pollution
https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/translation/edl_en
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/get-involved/second-hand-september/
https://www.soilassociation.org/take-action/organic-living/organic-september/
https://www.alzint.org/get-involved/world-alzheimers-month/#:~:text=World%20Alzheimer's%20Month%20is%20the,that%20takes%20place%20every%20September.

| VOTESFORSCHOOLS 2025-26 Awareness Days & Events Calendar

i. DAY OR EVENT

Black History Month ADHD Awareness Month Breast Cancer Awareness Month Unblocktober
O1st October International Day of Older Persons
03rd October National Poetry Day
04th-10th October World Space Week
O4th October World Animal Day
05th October World Teachers’ Day
10th October World Mental Health Day
11th-18th October National Hate Crime Awareness Week
11th October International Day of the Girl
15th October Global Handwashing Day

16th October International Pronouns Day


https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/
https://breastcancernow.org/get-involved/breast-cancer-awareness-month
https://www.unblocktober.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/older-persons-day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zr6yd6f#:~:text=When%20is%20National%20Poetry%20Day,on%20Thursday%203%20October%202025.
https://nationalhcaw.uk/
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-mental-health-day
https://www.unicef.org/gender-equality/international-day-girl-2023
https://globalhandwashing.org/global-handwashing-day/
https://pronouns.org/day
https://www.worldspaceweek.org/
https://www.worldanimalprotection.org/our-campaigns/sentience/animal-awareness-days/world-animal-day/
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/teachers
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ARENESS DAY OR EVENT

Black History Month ADHD Awareness Month Breast Cancer Awareness Month Unblocktober
16th October World Food Day
18th October Anti-Slavery Day
19th October Invisible Disabilities Week
20th October Diwali
20th October Installation of Scriptures as Guru Granth
22nd October International Stammering Awareness Day
24th-31st October Global Media & Information Literacy Week
24th October UN Day
31st October Halloween

31st October World Cities Day


https://www.fao.org/world-food-day/en
https://www.antislaveryday.com/
https://actionforstammeringchildren.org/
https://actionforstammeringchildren.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/un-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/cities-day
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/
https://www.adhdawarenessmonth.org/
https://breastcancernow.org/get-involved/breast-cancer-awareness-month
https://www.unblocktober.org/
https://invisibledisabilities.org/seminarsandevents/invisible-disabilities-week/
https://www.unesco.org/en/weeks/media-information-literacy
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SS DAY OR EVENT

Islamophobia Awareness Month Movember (Men’s Health Awareness Month)
Ol1st November All Saints Day
O1st November World Vegan Day
02nd November All Souls Day
02nd November El Dia de los Muertos
02nd November International Day Against Violence & Bullying at School, including Cyberbullying
05th November Guy Fawkes / Bonfire Night
08th November World Town Planning Day
10th-21st November 2025 UN Climate Change Conference (UNFCCC COP 30)
10th-16th November Anti-Bullying Week

10th November World Science Day for Peace & Development


https://www.islamophobia-awareness.org/
https://uk.movember.com/
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/aba-our-work/events-and-training-calendar/anti-bullying-week-2025
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/against-school-violence-and-bullying
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/find-your-rtpi/rtpi-nations/international/world-town-planning-day/
https://www.vegansociety.com/news/blog/celebrate-world-vegan-month-november
https://unfccc.int/cop30
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-science-day
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RENESS DAY OR EVENT

Islamophobia Awareness Month Movember (Men’s Health Awareness Month)
11th November Armistice Day
12th November World Pneumonia Day
13th November World Kindness Day
14th November King Charles III’s Birthday
14th November World Diabetes Day
14th November Children in Need
16th-22nd November Road Safety Week
16th November International Day for Tolerance
19th November International Men’s Day
19th November World Toilet Day
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https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/world-kindness-day
https://worlddiabetesday.org/
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/
https://www.brake.org.uk/road-safety-week
https://www.islamophobia-awareness.org/
https://uk.movember.com/
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/about-remembrance/armistice-day
https://stoppneumonia.org/latest/world-pneumonia-day/
https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/international-day-tolerance-16-november
https://internationalmensday.com/
https://www.unwater.org/our-work/world-toilet-day
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RENESS DAY OR EVENT

Islamophobia Awareness Month Movember (Men’s Health Awareness Month)

20th November

20th November

22nd November-22nd December

22nd-30th November

24th-30th November

25th November

30th November

30th November

Transgender Day of Remembrance

World Children’s Day

UK Disability History Month

National Tree Week

UK Parliament Week

International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women

St Andrew’s Day

Remembrance Day for Lost Species

1


https://www.stonewall.org.uk/about-us/news/trans-day-remembrance-what-it-and-why-it-needed
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/about-us/news/trans-day-remembrance-what-it-and-why-it-needed
https://www.unicef.org/world-childrens-day
https://treecouncil.org.uk/seasonal-campaigns/national-tree-week/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/ending-violence-against-women-day
https://www.lostspeciesday.org/?page_id=14
https://www.lostspeciesday.org/?page_id=14
https://www.islamophobia-awareness.org/
https://uk.movember.com/
https://www.ukparliamentweek.org/en/
https://ukdhm.org/what-is-ukdhm/
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ARENESS DAY OR EVENT

Ol1st-24th December

O1st December

02nd December

03rd December

05th December

05th December

06th December

08th December

10th December

11th December

14th December

Advent

World AIDS Day

International Day for the Abolition of Slavery

International Day of Persons with Disabilities

International Volunteer Day

World Soil Day

St Nicholas Day

Secular Bodhi Day

Human Rights Day

International Mountain Day

Hannukah (after sunset)
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https://www.un.org/en/observances/slavery-abolition-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.unv.org/international-volunteer-day
https://www.fao.org/world-soil-day/en/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/about-us/human-rights-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/mountain-day
https://worldaidsday.org/
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AWARENESS DAY OR EVENT

16th December Dhanu Sankranti

18th December International Migrants Day

20th December International Human Solidarity Day
21st December Winter Solstice

24th December Christmas Eve

25th December Christmas Day

26th December Boxing Day

28th December Holy Innocents

31st December New Year’s Eve / Hogmanay
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https://www.un.org/en/observances/human-solidarity-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/migrants-day/background
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AWARENESS DAY OR EVENT

Veganuary
Olst January New Year’s Day
O4th January World Braille Day
05th January Twelfth Night
05th January-28th February Big Schools Birdwatch
O6th January Epiphany
13th January Maghi
16th January Birthday of Guru Har Rai
18th January World Religion Day
19th January Martin Luther King Jr. Day
24th January International Day of Education
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https://veganuary.com/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/braille-day
https://www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-you-can-do/activities/big-schools-birdwatch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr._Day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/world-religion-day-teaching-resources/zs6fsk7
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/education
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AWARENESS DAY OR EVENT

Veganuary
25th January Dydd Santes Dwynwen
25th January Burns Night
27th January Holocaust Memorial Day
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https://www.hmd.org.uk/
https://veganuary.com/
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RENESS DAY OR EVENT

O1st-07th February

Ol1st February

02nd February

02nd February

O4th February

O4th February

05th February

09th-15th February

10th February

11th February

LGBT History Month Heart Month

World Interfaith Harmony Week

World Hijab Day

Candlemas

World Wetlands Day

World Cancer Day

Rosa Parks Day

Time to Talk Day

Children’s Mental Health Week

Safer Internet Day

International Day of Women & Girls in Science
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https://lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/
https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/support-our-campaigns/heart-month
https://worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com/
https://worldhijabday.com/
https://www.wwt.org.uk/discover-wetlands/world-wetlands-day/
https://www.macmillan.org.uk/cancer-awareness/world-cancer-day
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/rosa-parks
https://timetotalkday.co.uk/
https://www.saferinternetday.org/
https://www.womeninscienceday.org/
https://www.womeninscienceday.org/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/childrens-mental-health-week/
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ARENESS DAY OR EVENT

LGBT History Month Heart Month
12th February Red Hand Day for Child Soldiers
13th February World Radio Day
14th February Valentine’s Day
15th February International Childhood Cancer Day
17th February Chinese New Year
17th February Shrove Tuesday
17th February Random Acts of Kindness Day
20th February World Day of Social Justice
21st February International Mother Language Day
22nd February World Thinking Day
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https://www.redhandday.org/en/
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/world-radio
https://www.emro.who.int/media/news/international-childhood-cancer-day-2024-reducing-the-survival-gap.html
https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/rak-week
https://www.un.org/en/observances/social-justice-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/mother-language-day
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/events-and-opportunities/events/world-thinking-day/what-is-world-thinking-day/
https://lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/
https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/support-our-campaigns/heart-month
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RENESS DAY OR EVENT

01st March

01st March

01st March

02nd- 07th March

03rd March

05th March

06th-15th March

08th March

09th March

11th March

Women’s History Month Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month

St David’s Day

Self-Injury Awareness Day

Zero Discrimination Day

National Careers Week

World Wildlife Day

World Book Day

British Science Week

International Women'’s Day

Commonwealth Day

Young Carers Action Day

18


https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/teach/womens-history-month-international-womens-day/z7rr6v4
https://targetovariancancer.org.uk/get-involved/ovarian-cancer-awareness-month
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/self-harm-and-self-injury-awareness-day/
https://www.unaids.org/en/zero-discrimination-day
https://nationalcareersweek.com/
https://wildlifeday.org/en
https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/
https://thecommonwealth.org/commonwealth-day
https://carers.org/young-carers-action-day/young-carers-action-day
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ARENESS DAY OR EVENT

Women’s History Month Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month
12th March World Kidney Day
16th-22nd March Neurodiversity Celebration Week
16th-22nd March Sigh Language Week
17th March St Patrick’s Day
18th March Global Recycling Day
18th March Stop Child Sexual Exploitation Awareness Day
20th March Spring / Vernal Equinox
20th March Eid al-Fitr (expected to begin)
20th March International Day of Happiness
20th March World Oral Health Day
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https://www.neurodiversityweek.com/
https://signlanguageweek.org.uk/
https://www.globalrecyclingday.com/
https://stop-ce.org/national-child-exploitation-awareness-day/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/happiness-day
https://www.worldoralhealthday.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/teach/womens-history-month-international-womens-day/z7rr6v4
https://targetovariancancer.org.uk/get-involved/ovarian-cancer-awareness-month
https://www.worldkidneyday.co.uk/
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ESS DAY OR EVENT

Women’s History Month Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month
21st March World Poetry Day
21st March International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
21st March World Down Syndrome Day
21st March International Day of Forests
22nd March World Water Day
23rd March World Meteorological Day
25th March International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery & the Transatlantic Slave Trade
26th March Purple Day
30th March World Bipolar Day
31st March International Transgender Day of Visibility

20


https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-racism-day
https://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/our-work/campaigning/world-down-syndrome-day/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/forests-and-trees-day
https://www.unwater.org/our-work/world-water-day
https://wmo.int/world-meteorological-day
https://www.un.org/en/rememberslavery/observance
https://www.epilepsy.org.uk/involved/fundraising/purple-day
https://www.rethink.org/campaigns-and-policy/awareness-days-and-events/world-bipolar-day/#:~:text=World%20Bipolar%20Day%20is%20celebrated,and%20to%20eliminate%20social%20stigma.
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/about-us/blog/trans-day-visibility-global-perspective
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/teach/womens-history-month-international-womens-day/z7rr6v4
https://targetovariancancer.org.uk/get-involved/ovarian-cancer-awareness-month
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/poetry
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AWARENESS DAY OR EVENT

Stress Awareness Month National Pet Month
Ol1st April April Fool’s Day
Olst April Passover (after sunset)
02nd April World Autism Awareness Day
03rd April Good Friday
05th April Easter Sunday
06th April Easter Monday
07th April Day of Remembrance for the Victims of the Rwanda Genocide
07th April World Health Day
10th April Siblings Day
14th April Vaisakhi / Baisakhi

2]


https://www.stress.org.uk/sam2024/
https://www.stress.org.uk/sam2024/
https://www.nationalpetmonth.org.uk/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/autism-day
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/tutsi-genocide
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/c4gr9jz25eyo
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AWARENESS DAY OR EVENT

Stress Awareness Month National Pet Month
18th April International Day for Monuments & Sites
22nd April Earth Day
22nd April Stephen Lawrence Day
23rd April St George's Day
23rd April Shakespeare Day
25th April World Malaria Day
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https://whc.unesco.org/en/events/1164/
https://www.earthday.org/
https://www.stress.org.uk/sam2024/
https://www.stress.org.uk/sam2024/
https://www.nationalpetmonth.org.uk/
https://www.shakespeareweek.org.uk/
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-malaria-day
https://stephenlawrenceday.org/
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RENESS DAY OR EVENT

Local Community & History Month National Share a Story Month National Walking Month
O1st May International Workers' Day
03rd May World Press Freedom Day
05th May World Hand Hygiene Day
08th May VE Day
08th May World Red Cross Day
09th May Europe Day
11th-17th May Mental Health Awareness Week
11th May ME Awareness Day
15th May International Day of Families
16th May International Boys Day
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https://www.history.org.uk/historian/resource/1567/local-and-community-history-month
https://www.history.org.uk/historian/resource/1567/local-and-community-history-month
https://fcbg.org.uk/nssm/
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/get-involved/national-walking-month/
https://www.library.wales/walesandtheworldcalendar/international-workers-day
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/press-freedom
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-hand-hygiene-day
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remembrance-events/ve-day
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remembrance-events/ve-day
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/fundraising-and-events/red-cross-week
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/fundraising-and-events/red-cross-week
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/symbols/europe-day_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/symbols/europe-day_en
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/get-involved
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/get-involved
https://www.meresearch.org.uk/international-me-awareness-day/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-families
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-families
https://internationalboysday.org.au/
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RENESS DAY OR EVENT

Local Community & History Month National Share a Story Month National Walking Month
17th May International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia & Biphobia
19th-26th May Knife Crime Awareness Week
21st May World Meditation Day
22nd May International Day for Biological Diversity
25th May Africa Day
27th May Eid al-Adha (expected to begin)
28th May Menstrual Hygiene Day
28th May World Hunger Day
29th May International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers
31st May World No Tobacco Day
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https://www.knifecrimeawarenessweek.org.uk/
https://may17.org/about/
https://may17.org/about/
https://www.calm.com/blog/global-meditation-event
https://www.calm.com/blog/global-meditation-event
https://www.un.org/en/observances/biological-diversity-day
https://sdgs.un.org/statements/message-africa-day-10347
https://sdgs.un.org/statements/message-africa-day-10347
https://www.history.org.uk/historian/resource/1567/local-and-community-history-month
https://www.history.org.uk/historian/resource/1567/local-and-community-history-month
https://fcbg.org.uk/nssm/
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/get-involved/national-walking-month/
https://www.menstrualhygieneday.org/
https://www.menstrualhygieneday.org/
https://www.worldhungerday.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/peacekeepers-day/background
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-no-tobacco-day
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ARENESS DAY OR EVENT

Olst June

05th June

08th June

12th June

14th June

15th-21st June

17th June

17th June

19th June

20th June

Pride Month Gypsy, Roma & Traveller History Month

Global Day of Parents

World Environment Day

World Oceans Day

World Day Against Child Labour

World Blood Donor Day

Refugee Week

World Day to Combat Desertification & Drought

Clean Air Day

Juneteenth

Trooping the Colour
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52872693
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/grthm/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/grthm/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/parents-day
https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/
https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/
https://worldoceanday.org/
https://worldoceanday.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-day-against-child-labour/background
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-blood-donor-day
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-blood-donor-day
https://refugeeweek.org.uk/
https://www.unccd.int/events/desertification-drought-day
https://www.unccd.int/events/desertification-drought-day
https://www.actionforcleanair.org.uk/campaigns/clean-air-day
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/juneteenth
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AWARENESS DAY OR EVENT

Pride Month Gypsy, Roma & Traveller History Month
20th June World Refugee Day
21st June Summer Solstice
21st June World Humanist Day
22nd-28th June School Diversity Week
22nd June Windrush Day
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https://www.unhcr.org/uk/world-refugee-day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-43782241
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-43782241
https://www.justlikeus.org/home/get-involved/school-diversity-week/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52872693
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/grthm/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/grthm/
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AWARENESS DAY OR EVENT

Plastic Free July

O4th July American Independence Day
11th July Srebrenica Memorial Day

11th July World Population Day

18th July-15th August South Asian Heritage Month
18th July Nelson Mandela Day

24th July Samaritans Awareness Day
30th July International Day of Friendship
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https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/independence-day
https://srebrenica.org.uk/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-population-day
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/63546471#:~:text=In%202024%20from%2018%20July,have%20made%20to%20the%20UK.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/63546471#:~:text=In%202024%20from%2018%20July,have%20made%20to%20the%20UK.
https://www.un.org/en/events/mandeladay/
https://www.un.org/en/events/mandeladay/
https://www.samaritans.org/support-us/campaign/samaritans-awareness-day/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/friendship-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/friendship-day
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12th August International Youth Day

13th August Obon

15th August Victory over Japan Day

24th August Independence Day of Ukraine
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https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/stories/victory-over-japan-day
https://visitukraine.today/blog/2475/independence-day-how-ukraine-became-a-powerful-state-and-continues-to-fight-for-its-freedom
https://www.un.org/en/observances/youth-day

